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Congregational Meeting
Sunday, December 17th
following the AM Service

CADCADETS

Upcoming Events:

Elder Nominations:
Bennett Bonnema
Tim Minter
Todd Post
Clyde Slagter

December
December 3
Congregational Vote

Deacon Nominations:
Matt Beerman
Clark Feikema
Brad Greenwaldt
Adam Olson

December 6
Ladies Aid Christmas Party
JAM Christmas Party 7 pm

Sunday, December 17th
5:30 pm
Join us for the Lord’s
Supper
Sunday School Christmas Program

“The Birth is Jesus”
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Sunday, December 24th at 5:30 pm
Join us and bring your family and
neighbors to celebrate our Saviors Birth!

December 13
CADETS Christmas Party
6:30 pm
December 16
Jr. JAM Christmas Party
December 17
Congregational Meeting
Candlelight Service
5:30 pm - Communion
December 20
GEMS Caroling & Christmas
Party 4-6:30 pm
December 24
Christmas Program
5:30 pm
December 25
Christmas Morning Worship
Service 9:30 am

All mitten tree gifts need
to have the mitten
attached to the wrapped
gift and returned to
Church by Sunday,
December 10th.

December 31
No Sunday School

Raymond CRC has a Facebook page:
www.facebook.com/RaymondChristianReformedChurch.
Please like and share this page.
Raymond Christian Reformed Church, 202 3rd Avenue South, PO BOX 155, Raymond MN 56282
320-967-4721

website: www.raymondcrc.org

email : rcrc@frontiernet.net

Baptism of Loudena Roleofs on October 29th.

Merlyn and Helen Beekman
recently attended the baptism
of their 9th great-grandchild.
Audrey Helen, daughter of
Joseph and Laura Newhouse,
was born on September 27
and was welcomed home by
her brother Alexander. The
Newhouse family resides in
Sartell MN.

The Soup & Pie Supper and Bake Sale was a success
as we raised $2538! Thank you to those who made
pies, brought items for the bake sale, and everyone
who helped out to make the night a success. Thank
you for your overwhelming support of the GEMS
Ministry.
Raymond Gems Club

The ladies Aid is very grateful for your
support from their pie sale. We are
thrilled all pies and apples sold. We will
be disbursing our funds in the near
future. Thank You to everyone!
Ladies Aid
Thank you: I wanted to let you know how wonderful it
was to have your prayers and support while I went
through Breast cancer treatment. I am so thanful for
God’s healing. I am now done with all treatment and
surgeries. I truly felt the power of prayer! God is so
good!
Crystal Erickson

Thank you very much for your faithful
support. It is only because of you that we
can be here doing the ministries that God
has called us to. It is ministry you are
doing together along with us. We are so
grateful. We also appreciate your
prayers. Right now, we would ask that
you pray for us as we move from Kenya
to Uganda. We will continue to do the
same work we've been doing. Anthony
will be teaching pastors and Sara will be
working with farmers. We will also be
continuing to travel to Kenya
periodically to give trainings in
Kenya. Pray for us that the move goes
smoothly, that we would get our work
permits in Uganda, and that we would
have meaningful goodbyes with our
friends in Kenya. Let us know how we
can be praying for Raymond CRC as it is
also our privilege to pray for you as well.
In Christ, Anthony and Sara Sytsma

Oh Come Let us Adore Him
Joseph was warned by an angel to marry
Mary, sweet maiden, our Lord will carry
Adultery, now stoning the penalty is meant.
Fleeing for safety Joseph and Mary went.
No room in the inn, the keeper now said.
Seek refuge behind where animals are fed.
The newborn babe in Bethlehem came.
Immanual, God with us, Jesus His name.
Then Herod planned one awful thing.
In jealous rage, he’ll kill the King.
All boys under two years must die.
On his kingdom secure, he will rely.
Joseph, Mary and Jesus to Egypt did flee.
The angel warned Joseph and he did agree.
But try as he might, the king did fail,
For Jesus the Christ on earth must dwell.

Larry & Norma Blom’s
Winter Home Address:
1535 East Viola Drive
Casa Grande, AZ 85122
320-222-2566 (H)
320-979-2771 (C)
Email: lnblom246@gmail.com

When just a boy to the temple he went,
Astounding priests His knowledge of writ.
But Mary and Joseph did worry and fret.
Where’s Jesus our son, they were quite upset.
His years of ministry caused much
consternation,
As the Pharisees plotted get out of our nation.
Crowds followed as Jesus taught and healed.
Many believed, others wouldn’t yield.
The time was drawing near, soon Jesus would
die.
The world still doubts and wonders why.
For us was the Savior’s sacrifice.
A perfect, sinless one only would suffice.
Such love the Father has for us,
Wrath against sin demands a price.
He took our sins upon Himself,
Don’t put that Bible on your shelf.
Redemption is for us to accept.
Confess and repent is the first step.
The world can never promise you peace.
Delve into the Word and find release.
Submitted by: Helen Beekman

Pancake – French Toast
Breakfast
Hosted by

The Raymond Lions club
Saturday, December 9th
8 am to Noon
Raymond Community Center
Profits will go to the MacPac Program.

Ministry Christmas Parties
Ladies Aid Christmas Party
and Secret Pal Gift Exchange
Wednesday, December 6th at Noon
We will have a luncheon that includes devotions,
prayer, singing Christmas carols and have our gift
exchange and secret pal reveal! Don’t forget the
Christmas dessert…Yum! We will also draw new
names for the 2018 secret pal.

CADETS
Christmas Party
Wednesday,
December 13th at 6:30 pm

Christmas Caroling &
Christmas Party
Wednesday, December 20th
4:00 – 6:30 pm

JAM Christmas Party

Jr. JAM Christmas Party

Wednesday, December 6th

Saturday, December 16th

Watch for more Information to come!

Watch for more Information to come!

AREA NEWS/NEEDS
Upcoming School Christmas Concerts
CMCS:
Tues., 12/5 @ 7 pm - K-6 Elementary Christmas Program
Mon., 12/11 @ 7 pm - 5-12 Band Christmas Concert
Mon., 12/18 @ 7 pm - 7-12 Choir Christmas Concert
MACCRAY:
Tues., 12/5 @ 2:45 or 6:45 pm – West Elementary Concert
Thurs., 12/7 @ 2:45 or 7 pm – East Elementary Concert
Tues., 12/12 @ 7:30 pm – 7-12 Band & Choir Concert

Redeemer Lutheran Church
to host the class

“Perspectives on the World Christian Movement”
Perspectives is a 15-week discipleship course that highlights the Biblical, historical, cultural, and
strategic aspects of God’s global purpose to draw all people into loving relationship with him. Each
week we will have a different speaker ranging from a missionary doing business as missions work in
Minneapolis to a missionary who worked with cannibals in Papua. Although the class sounds very
missions oriented, it is more about what God has done and is doing in the world and how we can be a
part of His plan. Here’s what Pastor Steve Van Zanen, former minister of Raymond CRC and current
missionary in Lithuania said about the class: “Taking the Perspectives course was a spiritual
landmark for me. It provides information and inspiration to engage with God in His work of
transforming the world through the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Whether you are considering overseas
service or just want to be a faithful disciple in West Central Minnesota, I can think of no better
resource than Perspectives for deepening your vision and preparing your heart.“ The class is from 68:30 pm on Tuesdays starting January 16th. You are not required to attend all classes to pass the
course. Cost is $245 per person but you may attend the first 2 classes for free. There is a $30 discount
for registering before December 15. For more information and to register visit www.perspectives.org
or contact Jayme Van Beek at vanbeekjs@gmail.com

Do you want to maximize the impact of the resources God has entrusted to you?
Regardless of the size of your Estate, your age or stage in life, Jim Prichard, a Christian attorney
from Barnabas Foundation, will show you how. As a member of our congregation, a confidential
Estate Planning consultation is offered to you at no charge and with no obligation. Mr. Prichard will
be meeting with Christian families in our area on Tues., Dec. 5th and Wed., Dec. 6th. Call Deb
Harder at Barnabas Foundation at 888-448-3040 to schedule a conversation with Jim. To help
you get started, you may also request a free special report titled “Top 10 Estate Planning Mistakes
or Misconceptions” by simply sending an e-mail request with “Top 10” in the subject line to
info@barnabasfoundation.com.

Food for Kidz
November 29th
31,000 meals packed
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Taste Testing what we packaged...YUM!

Candy Cane
Read: John 3:16-18
“Can we have a candy cane?” asked Josh as he looked at the striped candy canes hanging on the
Christmas tree.
“Yea, can we? Please?” echoed his sisters, Adriane and Nicole.
Mom smiled. “All right,” she said, “but as you eat them, I want you to think of how hey remind you of the
reason we celebrate Christmas.”
Each of the kids quickly selected a red and white striped candy cane from the tree. Nicole held her candy
at arm’s length and stared at it. “I don’t really see what candy canes have to do with Christmas,” she said,
“except that it’s the time of year when you always see lots of them. Or maybe it’s because there’s red on
them – Christmas colors are red and green.”
“Nah. That’s not a good enough reason,” said Josh. He stared at his candy cane, too. “Hey!” he exclaimed.
“Part of our Sunday school verse last week said, ‘By His stripes we are healed,’ so the stripes can remind
us of how they whipped Jesus.”
“That’s part of the Easter story,” said Adriane. “It doesn’t have anything to do with Christmas.”
“Oh, but it does,” said Mom. “It has to do with why Jesus came to earth. He came to suffer and die and
take the punishment for our sins so those who trust in Him could be saved.”
“So maybe the red stripe on the candy cane can stand for the blood Jesus shed for us when He died on
the cross,” said Nichole.
“And the white can stand for having our sins washed away when we trust in Jesus,” suggested Adriane.
Josh nodded. “And look,” he said, holding his candy can upside down. “When you hold it this way, it’s a ‘J’
– a ‘J’ for Josh.” He grinned as his sisters started to protest. “Just kidding,” he said. “It’s a ‘J’ for Jesus.”
“Excellent thinking,” said Mom. “Those are all great ways candy canes remind us of the real reason we
celebrate Christmas – Jesus being born into the world so He could die for us on the cross. I hope these
candy canes will help you remember that – not only at Christmas, but all year long.”
JESUS WAS BORN TO SAVE YOU
KEY VERSE
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners. 1 Timothy 1:15

“Keys for Kids”
Devotional

Do you get excited about Christmas and all the food, parties, and presents that go along with
it? Those are all good things, but don’t forget the real reason we celebrate Christmas – Jesus bring
born so He could die to save you from your sin. This Christmas, accept the best gift of all – the gift
of salvation.

