2019
April 7
CADCADETS
Pulpit Supply for AM Worship:
Pastor Art Miller
April 10
GEMS Mother/Daughter Banquet
6:30 pm

April 14
PM Service: Kurt Selles from Back
to God Ministries

GEMS Mother/Daughter
Banquet
April 10th at 6:30 pm
At Bunde CRC

April 18
Maundy Thursday Service 7 pm
Communion

Join us for

April 21
Easter – He is Risen
No Sunday School

Youth Sunday
Sunday, April 28th
at Bunde CRC
10:00 am
**No Sunday School**

PM Combined Service at First CRC
6 pm
April 24
CADET Pinewood Derby & Awards
Ceremony 6:30 pm
April 28
Youth Sunday Service
Bunde CRC at 10:00 am
NO Sunday School

April 18th at 7 pm

Cadet Pinewood Derby &
Awards Ceremony
April 24th at 6:30 pm
Church Directory Pictures:

Erica Bonnema or Lora Taatjes will be available on Sundays
following the morning worship service to take your families
pictures for our church directory. These pictures will be uploaded
to “The Bridge App” and/or be used for a paper copy of the
directory, available upon request.

Raymond Christian Reformed Church, 202 3rd Avenue South, PO BOX 155, Raymond MN 56282
320-967-4721

website: www.raymondcrc.org

email : rcrc@frontiernet.net
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Welcome
Lyla Lee Thielen
Lyla was born on Wednesday, February 13th
to TJ and Heather (Boonstra) Thielen.
She weighed 7 lbs., 9 oz., and 20 inches long.
Great-Grandma:

Wilma Boonstra

Welcome
Milo Jay Gish
Milo was born on Monday, February 25th
to Taylor and Ally Gish.
He weighed 9 lbs., 6 ½ oz., and 22 inches long.
Grandparents: Clyde & Tammy Slagter
Great-Grandparents: Joe & Carolyn Apol

Fellowship Club is planning a Bowling & Pizza night
on Fri., Apr. 12th. We will meet at 6 pm at church and
car pool to Alley on Ash in New London. The cost will
be $12.50 per person, which includes two games of
bowling, shoes, pizza and pop. We plan to return to
the church by 9 pm. RSVP by Wed., Apr. 3rd.

Our Condolences to Selma Hubers in
the death of her daughter, Louann
Freitag, who passed away on Mon.,
Feb. 25th in Fargo, ND.

Our missionaries, Anthony & Sara Sytsma,
will be in the US this summer from midJune through mid-October and will need a
vehicle to use. If you can help or know of
someone who can help, contact them at
ssytsma@world-renew.net.

Childcare Needed:
The Fellowship Club seeks the
assistance of our congregation
to help with childcare needs
during their monthly gatherings.
If you have a desire to serve our
church and like to spend time
with children, please check out
the babysitting needs list on the
Narthex table.

A word of thanks for all that was
done for Cindy Mithun. Thanks
for each and everything for the
past 2 ½ years. All the prayers,
cards, food, love and hugs. Each
were very much appreciated.
God Bless and thanks again.

Thank you for all the prayers
and concerns when I had my
pace maker surgery. Also,
thanks to Pastor Aaron,
Michelle and the rest of the
elders who came and prayed
for me. It is so good to be a
part of a caring and loving
church.
Merle Sietsema

Ken & Sharon Blom & Families

A sincere thank you to those who
helped pack meals during the Food for
Kidz packing event held on Wednesday
at Raymond CRC. Approximately 150
people packed a total of 29,952 meals.
Thank you to all of those who
remembered me on my birthday
and also for all the prayers. I’m
feeling much better. God Bless
you All!
Reynold Roelofs

We wish to thank everyone for their loving
support though my surgery. Your cards,
prayers, and words of encouragement
communicated God's love in many ways. We
are thankful to God for all of you!
Pastor Aaron and family

Thank you for all the cards and visits following the death of my
daughter, Louann Freitag, who was the daughter to John and
Selma Zondervan. Louann is survived by her husband, David, her
daughter, Angel (Troy) Koltes of Breckenridge, four grandchildren
and four brothers.
Selma Hubers

Special thanks to our friends at the church. Thank to you the ladies who have brought us food. Also
“special thanks” to Pastor and the men who came to us on Thurs. afternoon (3/14) and helped with
our flooded basement. Since Fri. (3/15), the basement is completely dry. We pray for the Lord’s
blessing on each of you for your kindness to us.
Sincerely, in Christ’s love, Pastor Mack and Beverly

Food for Kidz – March 3rd

Cadet Events

2nd Grade Service Project

Walked the neighborhood picking up garbage.

MN West Central Pinewood Derby

GEMS Events

“Game Night”

Dordt College and the Andreas Center
hosts
“The Prodigal Love of God:
Reencountering Dort at 400 and Beyond”
April 4 - 6
We would love to offer a discounted group rate of $30 per attendee for churches who will be
bringing 8 or more people. Registration page: https://prodigalloveofgodregistration.eventbrite.com
and enter in the Promotional Code: ChurchGroup. For more information on this event, visit our
website at www.theandreascenter.org.
CHURCH TOGETHER EVENT
Saturday, April 6th
Faith CRC in New Brighton
The topic for the day is “The Faith Forming
Impact of Intergenerational Ministry on Every
Generation”. Dr. Syd Hielema, head of Faith
Formation Ministries, is the keynote speaker.
The day will include breakout sessions
focusing on each generation, lunch and small
group strategy building. We encourage church
leadership groups to come together!
Cost is $35/person, but only $30/person if in a
group of 4 or more.
Register by emailing Trudy Ash at
tash@crcna.org and pay at the door. RSVP by
Wed., Apr. 3rd from 9 am - 3 pm. This event
is put on by the Connections Project and Faith
Formation Ministries. For all the details, email
Trudy.

Unity CRC announces:
Going Beyond Simulcast with Priscilla Shirer
Saturday, April 6th
9:00 am – 4:30 pm.
Along with Priscilla Shirer, one of today’s top Bible
teachers, Christian recording artist Anthony Evans will
lead worship via simulcast. Wherever you are in your
relationship with God, let's dig deeper and go beyond
where we are!
Bring your girlfriends, moms, sisters, next door
neighbor, someone who needs to feel God's
love! Spread the word!!
Registration is $10; which includes lunch and
snacks for the day plus a special booklet for the
event! Come and enjoy a Spirit-filled day with us!!
REGISTER at
https://unitycrcgoingbeyond.eventbrite.com

Ole and Lars were working for the city public works department in Wisconsin. Ole would dig a hole and Lars would
follow behind and fill the hole in. They worked up one side of the street, then down the other, then moved on to the
next street, working furiously all day without rest, one digging a hole, the other filling it in again.
An onlooker was amazed at their hard work but couldn't understand what they were doing. So he asked Ole, 'I'm
impressed by the effort you two are putting in to your work, but I don't get it -- why do you dig a hole, only to have
your partner follow behind and fill it up again?'
Ole, the hole digger, wiped his brow and sighed, "Vell, I suppose it probably looks odd because ve're normally a
three-person team. But today Sven, who plants da trees, called in sick."

Ornamental Fruit
Read: Romans 3:19-24
When Bryan woke one morning, the strangeness of his room surprised him. Then he remembered the
plane ride that had brought him to Arizona to visit his grandparents. He hopped out of bed at once. It was
his first trip to their new home, and he didn’t want to waste time. The sun streamed through the window,
promising a beautiful day.
Bryan looked outside, and when he saw a tree with oranges hanging from the branches, he knew what
he wanted to do first. He hurried to the kitchen where he found his grandmother fixing breakfast.
“Grandma, can I go out and pick an orange?”
“Sure, Bryan,” said Grandma. “You can pick one, but the oranges on that tree aren’t good to eat.”
Bryan went out and picked the biggest orange he could find. It looked so good that he wondered if
Grandma could be mistaken. He took it to the kitchen. “This sure looks like it’s good to eat,” he said,
putting the orange down on the counter.
Grandma smiled. “I’ll let you be the judge,” she replied. “You can try it.” She cut a wedge out of the
orange and held it out for Bryan to taste.
As his tongue touched the orange, Bryan made a face. “Ugh! Bitter!” he exclaimed. “How could anything
that looks so good taste so bad?”
“It’s an ornamental tree,” explained Grandma. “It looks pretty, but it doesn’t produce good fruit.”
Bryan looked up as Grandpa came in. “Want a piece of orange, Grandpa?” asked Bryan with a grin.
Grandpa glanced at it and laughed. “No, thanks,” he said. “I know where you got that.” After a moment
he added, “You know, those oranges remind me of something we talked about in church last week.”
“Really?” Bryan asked. “What?”
“People who try to earn salvation by doing good works. They do things that may look good – like that
orange does – but without Jesus, their work doesn’t mean a thing,” explained Grandpa. “It sure can’t get
them into heaven. Only believing in Jesus will do that.” Bryan nodded as he thoughtfully looked at the
orange he had picked.
ACCEPT JESUS AS SAVIOR
KEY VERSE
As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself…neither can you, unless you abide in
me. John 15:4

“Keys for Kids”
Devotional

Are you trying to be a good person? Do you go to church, act kindly toward others, and help
people in need? That’s nice, but all the good you do on your own is like ornamental fruit – it may
look good, but it won’t get you into heaven. Believing in Jesus is the only way to heaven.

