2018
April 1
CADCADETS
Easter – He is Risen
No Sunday School
April 15
Mallory Feikema Baptism

Family Visitation

April 18
GEMS Mother/Daughter Banquet
6:30 pm

Tues. Apr. 3rd – Mon. Apr. 9th
Check your mailbox for visitation
schedule and questions.

April 21
Zoey Mae Veldkamp Baby Shower
10 am

Join us for

Youth Sunday
Sunday, April 22nd
at Bunde CRC
10:00 am

April 22
Youth Sunday Service
Bunde CRC at 10:00 am
NO Sunday School

April 25
CADET Pinewood Derby & Awards
Ceremony 6:30 pm

GEMS Mother/Daughter
Banquet
April 18th at 6:30 pm

April 28
Karisa Wubben Bridal Shower
9:30 am

Cadet Pinewood Derby &
Awards Ceremony
April 25th at 6:30 pm

Celebrating Emma for her service to
Raymond CRC for providing 50 +
years of Organ music.

THANK YOU!
Raymond Christian Reformed Church, 202 3rd Avenue South, PO BOX 155, Raymond MN 56282
320-967-4721

website: www.raymondcrc.org

email : rcrc@frontiernet.net
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Open House Bridal Shower
honoring

Open House
Baby Shower

Rachel Colestock
Bride-elect Michael Heida

honoring

Saturday, April 7th
10:00 am
Ebenezer Presbyterian Church
Renville

Zoey Mae Veldkamp

The couple is registered at Target &
Amazon. Please bring a favorite recipe
for the bride.

Saturday, April 21st
10:00 am – 12:00 pm
Zoey’s parents are
Bryce & Lisa Veldkamp.

Open House Bridal
Shower

Registered at Target.

honoring

Karisa Wubben
Bride-elect Lucas Vaneps

Saturday, April 28th
9:30 -11:00 am
The couple is registered at:
Herberger’s and Target.

Welcome
Peregrine A. Erickson
Peregrine was born on Thursday, March 15th
to Logan and Annie Erickson
She weighed 8 lbs., 15 oz., and 20 ½ inches long.
Grandparents: Doug & Kim Erickson
Great-Grandparents: Jerry & Caryl Erickson
John & Pat Taatjes

Welcome
Zoey May Veldkamp
Zoey was born on Saturday, March 24th
to Bryce and Lisa Veldkamp.
She weighed 8 lbs., 9 oz., and 20 ½ inches long.
Grandparents: Todd & Darci Post

Cadet Ice Fishing
February 3rd

An atheist was seated next to a little girl on an
airplane and he turned to her and said, “Do you
want to talk? Flights go quicker if you strike up a
conversation with your fellow passenger.”

The Opening Prayer
A country minister was attending a men's
breakfast. He asked one of the older farmers in
attendance to say the opening prayer.

The little girl, who had just started to read her
book, replied to the total stranger, “What would
you want to talk about?”

The farmer began: "Lord, I hate buttermilk."

“Oh, I don’t know,” said the atheist. “How about
why there is no God, or no Heaven or Hell, or no
life after death?” as he smiled smugly.
“Okay,” she said. “Those could be interesting
topics but let me ask you a question first. A horse,
a cow, and a deer all eat the same stuff – grass.
Yet a deer excretes little pellets, while a cow turns
out a flat patty, but a horse produces clumps. Why
do you suppose that is?”
The atheist, visibly surprised by the little girl’s
intelligence, thinks about it and says, “Hmmm, I
have no idea.”
To which the little girl replies, “Do you really feel
qualified to discuss God, Heaven and Hell, or life
after death, when you don’t know crap?”
And then she went back to reading her book.

Thank you to this loving congregation
for recognizing my talent. I appreciate
you and your forgiveness when I
made mistakes.
Emma Bonnema

The pastor opened one eye and wondered to
himself where this was going.
Then the farmer said, "Lord, I hate lard." Now
the pastor was worried. But the farmer prayed
on, "And Lord, ya' know I don't care much for
raw flour."
As the pastor was about to stop everything, the
farmer continued: "But Lord, when you mix
'em all together and bake 'em up, I do love
those fresh biscuits So Lord, when things come
up we don't like, when life gets hard, when we
just don't understand what you're sayin' to us,
we just need to relax and wait 'till You're done
fixin' and it'll likely be somethin' even better
than biscuits."
"Amen."
Submitted by: Curt & JoAnne Slagter

We would like to thank the congregation
for their prayers, cards and visits after
Lynn’s hospitalization. Thanks to Pastor
Aaron and Michelle for your visit and
prayers. God is good!
Lynn & Mavis Zimmer

Thank you, Raymond CRC, for your generosity
in supporting us. We are so grateful for all you
do and for your participation with us in God's
work of missions, both through prayers and
financially. We are continuing to enjoy the
work we are doing here in Soroti, Uganda, and
would appreciate your continued prayers for
wisdom as we try to serve God faithfully and in
ways that build up the local church.
In Christ, Sara and Anthony Sytsma

Summer Mission Trip Opportunity
with JAM: Looking for an adult
male or female leader to come with
us July 15th - 20th to the Twin
Cities. If you are interested or
would like more information,
contact Garrett at 905-1508.

Servers Needed
The Rock of Life CRC
Friendship Banquet will
be held on Tues., Apr.
24th at 6 pm. They are in
need of 5-6 servers. If
interested, contact
Helene Dykstra at
320-978-8622.

Missionary Need: House Parent (Haiti)
One of the ways in which Children of the Promise (COTP) serves in Haiti is by providing temporary, familystyle care to orphaned and abandoned children, until an adoption can be facilitated and the child is united
with their forever family. The goals of this care are two-fold: 1) to provide an excellent safe, loving, Christian
home environment where the children have ample opportunity for healthy growth and development, and 2)
prepare each child for the hopeful transition of them being adopted by a forever family. This directly
correlates to COTP’s vision of a healthy Christian family for every Haitian child. The House Parents, and their
Haitian staff counterparts, serve as the consistent caregivers to best meet the needs of the children in their
home.
We are currently looking for House Parents to join our team at COTP. As a House Parent, you will be
expected to function as the primary caregiver for the children in your home. As such, we are seeking House
Parents who are passionate about providing loving care to the foster children at COTP by creating a safe and
engaging family environment, by advocating for each child’s needs, and by striving to provide opportunities
for the children’s healthy development. Fundamental to this role at COTP is that House Parents have
experience working with children, are willing to complete Foster Parent training, and strive to live out their
faith in Jesus Christ as Savior.
Our current House Parents at COTP will share that their experience fostering has both great challenges and
rich blessings; there are trying times, just as there are very rewarding times. And yet they all share the same
profound joy in knowing that their excellent love and care will make a lasting impact in the lives of the
children at COTP. If this is a role you similarly feel called to, we invite you to apply and look forward to the
opportunity to explore this further.
TO APPLY check out our website at www.childrenofthepromise.org and click Open Positions under the Get
Involved tab. Or you can e-mail Jamie Groen at cotpdirector@gmail.com if you have any questions.

Rice Hospice Bereavement Support Group
Rice Memorial Hospital – Hospice Conference room
Kathy Tweten, LSW, CHP-SW
301 Becker Avenue SW
Mondays beginning Apr., 16th thru May 21st.
Pre-register by Thurs., Apr. 19th by calling 320-231-4450.

Sex Trafficking in the Midwest Seminar
Bethany Reformed Church, Clara City
Saturday, April 7th
9 am – Noon
(Registration begins at 8:15 am)

Sex Trafficking is happening all across the state of MN – including right here in our own backyard.
Join Source Anti-Trafficking of Minneapolis for an informative morning of education and awareness
about what trafficking looks like in MN and surrounding area, while equipping the church to find
ways to respond.
Learn:
• How women and children are targeted and tricked into becoming victims of prostitution.
• How to identify and report trafficking.
• What is fueling this problem.
• Discover how local authorities are addressing this crime.
• Ways to help stop this epidemic often referred to as modern day slavery.
Erik Peregrine, Director
Richard Alton, Associate Director

“Unpack your Bags”
Unity CRC
Sat., Apr. 21st
8:30 am to 2:30 pm

Presents

“Songs of Hope”
This concert of familiar orchestral and choral music will
include Omnia Sol, Ave Verum, Requiem, The Awakening,
You’ll Never Walk Alone with Climb Every Mountain, Will the
Circle Be Unbroken, and Make Me an Instrument of Thy
Peace.
Sunday, April 8th at 4 pm
Calvary Lutheran Church
Willmar, MN
100% Free-Will offering at the concert will benefit the

KANDIYOHI COUNTY
FOOD SHELF

This concert is free and no tickets will be required!

A One-Day Women’s Retreat with
inspirational speakers including an
area favorite, Kathy Weckworth.
Early bird tickets are $25 with a
deadline of Sun., Apr. 8th. Tickets are
available online at
www.BestLifeMinistries.com; contact
either Unity CRC office at 978-4300 or
Angela at 905-3118.
Tickets will be $29 at the door, the
day of the event.
Lunch will be provided.

Helping that Helps Workshop
Saturday, April 21, 2018
9 am to 12 pm
Calvary Christian Reformed Church
5300 France Ave S
Minneapolis, MN
In recent years we’ve come to realize some of the ways people and churches have intended to help those in
poverty have been more harmful than helpful. Yet we are still called to love our neighbors locally and
globally.
What, then, are we all to do?
In this interactive workshop, we will hear stories from practitioners, best practices from each other, and be
inspired to confidently partner both locally and globally in a way that provides hope instead of unintended
harm.
Open to individuals and groups
Registration is free – light breakfast and snacks will be served.
https://worldrenewhelping.eventbright.com

The Easter Lilies adorning our sanctuary
were given in honor of:
Loved Ones
Loved Ones
Karen Taatjes
Loved Ones
Fathers and Quinn Burgstahler
Benjamin Bonnema &
Dwayne Bonnema
Parents – Mulder & Goeman
Alvin Blom

by Merle & Rose Epema
by Merle & Char Sietsema
by Chad & Lora Taatjes
by Tim & Michelle Minter
by Mike & Jolene Bonnema
by Emma Bonnema
by Bill & Betty Goeman
by Alma Blom &
Craig & Kelli Blom

Lyla Hoogeveen &
Wyatt Veldkamp
by Todd & Darci Post
Lana Antvelink, James Antvelink
and Gerald Groen
by Mike & Luanne Groen
Parents & Grandchildren
by Merlyn & Helen Beekman
Loved Ones
by Wilma Boonstra
Wyatt Veldkamp
by Anna Post
Tena Waterman, Gertrude Sisetsema,
Wilfred Vogel, Braden Vogel by Adam & Stephanie Vogel
Parents & Kevin Witte
by Stan & Sandra Wubben
Richard Epema,
his parents, Sietze & Francis by Marion Epema
Parents & Sister
by Lynn & Mavis Zimmer
Darlene Gerdes
by Darrin & Amanda Gerdes
Thank you to all who donated Lilies in memory of loved ones for
our Easter Celebration. You may take them home after the Morning
service to enjoy at home with your family.

Chord Ayres
Sunday, April 29th
2 pm
Bethany Reformed Church
Clara City
You are invited to an
afternoon of music featuring
the “Chord Ayres”. This is a
Free-will donation fundraising
event for our veterans. Bars
and refreshments will be
served after the program.
Everyone welcome!

Talking Bibles
Information & Training Event
April 8th at 1:30 pm
First Reformed Church
Willmar
Lean how to use audio scripture
for your local immigrant
communities, elderly care, short
term missions trips or unreached
people groups.
RSVP: reformed@en-tel.net by
4/1

A Home in
Heaven
Read: John 3:3; 14:1-6
“Do you really believe what your Sunday school teacher said?” asked Thomas. He was spending the
weekend with his friend Archer. “Your teacher said some people won’t go to heaven. If that’s true, who
gets to go? Do I?”
“Like Mr. George said,” replied Archer, “only people who accept Jesus as Savior will go to heaven.”
“Well, I don’t get it,” said Thomas. “Let’s go ask your dad about it.” Archer nodded, and the boys went to
the living room where Archer’s father was reading. Thomas cleared his throat. “Hey, Mr. Woods,
everybody will go to heaven, right?”
But Mr. Woods shook his head. “Not everybody,” he said. He looked at Thomas and rubbed his chin.
“Thomas, when you go home after school each day, do you ever wonder, Will Mom feed me super? Or,
Will Dad give me a bed to sleep in tonight? Or maybe, What will I do if Mom and Dad don’t let me in the
house today? Do questions like that ever come to your mind?”
Thomas laughed at such a ridiculous idea. “Of course not! I’m their kid, so it’s my home.”
“Well, Thomas, do any of the other kids in your class go home with you and expect to eat and sleep and
be taken care of there?” asked Mr. Woods.
Thomas laughed again. “No!” he said. “They’re not part of our family, so it’s no their home.”
“Well, it’s the same way with God’s family,” said Mr. Woods. “when you trust Jesus as Savior, you
become a child of God – part of His family – and heaven is your future home. If you haven’t trusted in
Jesus, you’re not part of God’s family, and heaven isn’t your home.” Mr. Woods paused, then asked, “Are
you part of God’s family, Thomas?” Slowly, Thomas shook his head. “You can be,” Mr. Woods told him.
“You were physically born into your parents’ family, so you’re their son. To be part of God’s family, you
need to be born again – not physically, but spiritually.”
“How do I do that?” asked Thomas.
“By following God’s leading to trust in Jesus.” He picked up his Bible. “Sit down and let me explain,
okay?”
Thomas nodded. “Okay,” he said and took a seat.
BE BORN AGAIN
KEY VERSE
As many as received him, to them he gave the right to become children of
God. John 1:12

“Keys for Kids”
Devotional

Will heaven be your home? Not everyone will go to heaven. The Bible says you must be born
again – born into God’s family – to have a place in His kingdom. In John 14, Jesus tells His disciples
about that place. He tells them He is the only way to the home He is preparing. The only way to
make heaven your home is to accept Jesus and be born into God’s family.

